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When Love and Ashes Converge

Earlier this week, we had a rare astronomical moment. A Blue Moon, a Blood Moon,
and the moon’s closest distance to earth all happened on the same night. Each one
of these events happens fairly often, but all of them happening at the same time is
something special. | even read an article about how this concurrence of three
separate phenomena would give scientists a chance to learn new things about the
moon that they can’t observe when the events happen separately. Wow.

This month, we have another rare lineup of two regular events. Ash Wednesday and
Valentine’s Day are on February 14. They both happen every year, but what can we
learn from their convergence? Valentine’s Day is a celebration of love. But often, it's
a celebration of romantic, romanticized love. Love that’s more about butterflies in
the stomach and messages more sugary than the candy hearts they’re printed on.
Ash Wednesday is a day to remember our mortality, brokenness, and sin. And it's a
day to give thanks that God comes to meet us just in those hard places. When we
look at the two together, we're reminded that true love is about entering and
transforming hard places with the power of love. True love is not sickly sweet like
candy hearts. It's messy and gritty and beautiful. It's the love of Jesus who came to
show us what real love looks like.

God, thank you for your gift of true and lasting love. Thank you for coming
among us as Jesus to teach us the power of love that leads all the way
through death and into new life. Help us to receive that love. Help us to
live it. Amen.
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